Construction of loco storage
shed and turntable gets under
way — thanks to sponsorship

Signals
set for
a fine

future

| AM delighted to be able to
tell you that, following
sponsorship support from
two Sussex companies, work
has commenced on the con-
struction of a new three-road
locomotive storage shed and
turntable at Bramble Hill.

This project which, when
complete, will relieve the pre-
sent extremely cramped con-
ditions at Haven Road which
may well become the mainte-
nance centre for the railway
in due course.

The sponsorship, which
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Adam Hill of advertising
agency Designate from
Brighton. | would like to take
this opportunity of thanking
them and their staff for a
tremendous gesture, and
assure them all of a very
warm welcome anytime they
care to pay us a visit.
Another project | am
pleased to confirm is under
way is the establishment of
an electronic telephone and
signalling system for the
whole railway. This, together
with the creation of the new

carriage and locomotive stor-
age buildings at Bramble Hill,
will be essential to the future
safe operation of the railway.

On the subject of safety, |
must remind all supporters,
visitors and particularly their
children to observe the
correct footpaths around the
railway and to avoid using the
rail access through the vari-
ous hedge tunnels, except in
an emergency.

In addition, it is essential
that the railway’s overall
maximum speed limit of 6
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judged to have been caused <~ .

by reckless driving, resulted
in a £10,000 fine.

Finally, may | remind you of
our major event of the year
— Fete Day on Sunday,
June 7 — when once again
the railway will be working flat
out to raise money for the
Friends of Ingfield whose
efforts directly help the chil-
dren of the school.

| hope as many of you as
possible will come along to
help. Let’s see if we can
break last year's magnificent
sum of £485.00 which
represents something like
620 adults and children
carried in just 5 hours.

Lynn Stratton,
General Manager
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THE arrival at Ingfield of King
Arthur No. 771 Sir
Sagramore on a crisp
Sunday in late February has
brought our mainline
locomotive stock up to three
tender engines.

While extremely welcome,
this latest addition to the
loco fleet has brought to
crisis point the storage
facilities at Haven Road
where the new loco and its
tender have to be stored
separately.

The Southern Railway King
Arthur class was

originally one of a pair (the
other went to Oakhill Manor
and has disappeared from
view) built by Richards
Engineering of Slough in the
late 70s.

No. 771 however was
never finished at that time
and was eventually acquired
by Drummond Randall a
decade later as a kit of parts
before being exchanged for
Dunalistair by Peter Howard
of the Downsells Railway in
Kent.

By 1992 Peter had
completed the loco and at

ds to fleet!

the same time completely
built the Downsells Railway in
the orchard of his home in
Kent. He is also involved in
the Bredgar & Wormshill rail-
way nearby, reflecting his
devotion to fine locomotive
engineering.

The loco which is
complete with eight-wheel
bogie tender and finished in
maunsell livery of olive green
with white and black lining,
was named 771 Sir
Sagramore — simply
because Peter liked the
name. And a better reason

20 3

would be very hard to find.

On the engine’s initial
steaming at Ingfield, No 771
tackled the dreaded 1 in 30
bank without too much
trouble, despite very greasy
rails and a load of six
vehicles filled with adults
who, to be fair, did provide a
certain amount of help.

The steel boiler, which is
very free steaming, is
superheated and this, with
the novel ball valve regulator,
makes it a very different loco
to drive. Why not come and
try it for yourself?
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Above: The prototype for the signal box planned for
Haven Road

Below: The three aspect signal on the approach to
Haven Road

THE dream of a fully-signalled
electronically-controlled railway has
taken a step forward with the start of
work on the installation of the
multicore cabling between Haven
Road and Hedge Tunnel.

It is hoped to have at least part of
the 'phone system, which has been
donated by Kim Newland, up and
running for Fete Day.

This permanent multi function
system will be a further improvement
to the already impressive catalogue
of facilities at the railway and one in
particular which will hopefully make
life somewhat easier for John
Stratton and his signalling team.

The eventual plan for the
signalling system throughout the
railway, which is being
masterminded by Peter Taylor, is for
there to be at least three signal
boxes on the line, with Haven Road,
Ingfield Central & Bramble Hill being

the present planned locations. &%
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Bramble Hill chosen as site for much-needed storage space

THE arrival of the latest
edition to the loco fleet was
the straw that finally broke
the camel’s back in terms of
storage space. That, plus
the possibility of further
arrivals in the future, brought
the need for action to the
forefront of our minds.

After much thought about
a suitable location, including
the possibility of an
extension to the existing
shed at Haven Road, it was
decided that Bramble Hill
would be an ideal location
as it is hidden from public
view and will blend in well
with the existing railway
scene.

Although the major
clearance of trees was
completed earlier in the year,
the actual start of the work
was the excavation of the
ground for the shed and the
turntable pit during four long
hard and very wet days over
the Easter holiday.

With the arrival on site of
4,000 bricks, 20 tonnes of
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Meanwhile, the turntable,
which will be constructed by
Barry Metcalf to match the
traverser, will be located in
front of the shed, opposite
the station signboard at
Bramble Hill.

The construction of the

will be finished

style doors. It will N steam by 12 noon

This, together with the
installation of mains
electricity from the school

— thanks again to Alan
Sunday August 39

Setchell and the railways Rail
own “spark” Roy Harwood way Clubs Open Day

— will provide the best
possible facilities.
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